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Focus on...

The Firs is now open!

The new facility is an in-

patient rehabilitation unit

that provides 24-hour

nursing care for those

who need to increase

their mobilisation before

leaving the hospital. Sup-

port is also available

from consultants, GPs, physiotherapists, occupational thera-
pists, dieticians, social workers and discharge co-ordinators.

Before admitting patients to
the new unit on Monday 1 Au-
gust, all staff were invited to
take a guided tour around and
learn more about its use. A
number of employees attended
the open days, which were
held on Thursday 28 and Fri-
day 29 July, and many filled
out comment forms which will
help the facility to understand positive perceptions of the build-
ing, and any improvements that could be made.

The new facility contains 18 beds, in-
cluding four private side-rooms with en
-suites. Each section is colour co-
ordinated, making it easier for patients
to recognise different areas. Patients
will be able to relax and socialise in
the day room in the centre of the build-
ing, which consists of a television,
chairs, a kitchen and a small garden.

When patients are first admitted to the

unit from the hospital, they will follow a personal therapy pro-
gramme, which may include increasing patients’ management
of personal care and improving muscle strength, balance,
stamina and mobility. These skills will help to improve inde-
pendence and enable patients to manage as safely as possi-
ble when they are discharged.

Donna’s message:

It has come to light in the
past few weeks that the me-
dia has been full of inappro-
priate use of information. As
a public body, it is of the ut-
most importance that we en-
sure our staff are trained
and we handle any patient
or staff data sensitively.

We are noticing an increas-
ing number of incidents on
Facebook and other social
networking sites. Please re-
member to protect your-
selves, our patients and
staff by not discussing work-
related issues on these
sites, as they may fall into
inappropriate hands and be
taken out of context.

If you haven't already done
so, please book in for your
information governance
training. All staff are re-
qguired to attend training by
the end of August.

For those of you who man-
age to get away for the
summer - happy holidays!
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Promoting safer anaesthesia

and childbirth in Sierra Leone

Consultant anaesthetist Keith Thomson re-
cently organised the second Anaesthetic Con-
ference and the first Midwifery Conference in
Freetown, Sierra Leone. He and CT2 Dr
Sarah Davidson were part of the eight-strong
faculty of the anaesthesia conference, whilst
four of our midwives ran the midwifery confer-
ence.

This important event brought together the
country’s medical professionals and provided
the opportunity to make new contacts and
discuss issues.

Both conferences had the aim of promoting
safe practices through a series of interactive
workshops and presentations, where dele-
gates were taught new techniques and en-
couraged to share their own knowledge.

Thank you from the family of Susan Hankin

NHS Foundation Trust

In April, Helen Allen, contact supervisor of
midwives, and Dot Stanway, medical records
co-ordinator, were invited to the Royal Gar-
den Party at Buckingham Palace, which was
held on 12 July. Helen tells us of her experi-
ence at the palace:

“It all started with a phone call from Donna
Green, asking if it was a good time to talk.
You can imagine what went through my
head... but little did | expect that it was to in-
vite me to a garden party at Buckingham Pal-
ace.

On the day, tea was served from a huge tea
tent with, yes, cucumber sandwiches and
dainty cakes. The bands played and everyone
looked the part in their hats and finery. The
royal party were escorted by the Yeoman of
the Guard - it was a great experience.

Thank you for the privilege of representing
such a fantastic organisation as BNHFT. Who
knows what will happen when you get an un-
expected phone call.....”

KatCanDo combating cancer

KatCanDo, a charity which raises funds to
help cancer sufferers, has donated £20,000 to
the Medical Fund.

The donation was put to good use with the
purchase of an image recording system for
the Colposcopy clinic to enable earlier detec-
tion and diagnosis of cervical cancer.

The donation also funded a Survivorship
course for prostate cancer patients and carers
in June and July.

Congratulations to Clare Eves from DTC En-
doscopy, who has just completed a trek in the
Julian Alps in Slovennia. Clare raised a fan-
tastic total of £25,000 for MIND, a mental
health charity from England and Wales. Clare
would like to thank all those who sponsored
and supported her.

On 21 May, Dick and Erica James from Tad-
ley Rugby Club held a charity bike ride in aid
of the cardiology unit. The day was attended
by around 100 friends, family and cardiology
staff.

Over £500 was raised for the cardiology de-
partment, which has already purchased some
artwork to enhance the newly refurbished
cardiac unit. Congratulations to all those who
took part, including some of the Rotherwick
Foundation cardiac unit (pictured below).

Tracy Brock, Debi Chappel, Amy Dodsworth,
Chris Pullen, Vernary Bachelor-Edwards,
Nargis Zarah and Suzette Landau from oper-
ating theatres successfully completed the
‘Clarendon Way' walk on Sunday 5 June in
aid of Naomi House and Jacksplace hospices
for children and young adults.

The 26 mile walk from Winchester Cathedral
to Salisbury Cathedral took around 9 hours to
complete and was made even more difficult
due to the rain and muddy conditions. How-
ever, the group successfully finished the walk
- a great achievement!

Susan was a wonderful, loving wife to Jim, a fantastic mother to her sons Robert and Alan and a marvellous sister to me, Phillip. She will be
desperately missed by all the members of her family. Sue was also a very important member of another family and another team. She had
worked at the Basingstoke hospital since 1976 and was part of that team, that family. Sue worked hard and made a great number of friends

amongst her colleagues.

Over 200 people paid tribute to Susan at her funeral. The family were deeply moved by the level of love and affection for Susan that was shown
that day by friends and colleagues, and at the memorial service held in the hospital chapel on 22 June. The family would like to send their thanks
to everyone that took the time and trouble to attend, and for all the wonderful messages of support and sympathy they have received. It has
helped give strength and comfort during some very sad and difficult times to all of us.

Those of you who knew Sue will understand the family wishes that she will not be remembered with sadness but with joy and happiness that we
have been part of her life and that she has been part of ours.

We also thank all contributors to the various funds arranged on Susan’s behalf for The South Central Ambulance Service.
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June 2011 winners

Dr Bryan MacLeod,
Emergency
Department

Above and beyond

Public Nomination by
Sarah Carlisle

Kerry Feltwell,
Bowel cancer
screening
practitioner
Above and beyond
Public nomination by

Patricia Lambourn

Dominic Ayling,
Financial systems analyst,
Finance
Innovation
Staff nomination by
Paul Gray

Breast cancer team
Customer care

Public nomination by
Gail McLellan

Piotr Pluciennik,
ED domestic cleaner
Above and beyond
Staff nomination by
Sam Carter and
Michelle Burke

Maeve Smith,
Senior housekeeper and her team
Patient Safety
Staff Nomination by
Valerie Wilson

David Duly, Tracey Ibbs, Na-
tasha Burton
Stores department
Above and beyond
Staff Nomination by
Anna Sutherland
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