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Presidential Praise
Bush Commends Founder Of Mercy Ships

By PATRICK BUTLER
Religion Editor
President Bush thanked Smith County
resident Don Stephens for his service
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Monrovia, the capital of the West African
republic begun by freed American slaves
in 1847.

Stephens is the founder of Mercy
Ships, a faith-based charity operating
from Garden Valley. The state-of-the-art
hospital ship Africa Mercy is docked in
Monrovia offering free surgeries, health
care, health fraining and medicines to y
needy Liberians. The country has been [ - &
torn by years of devastating civil war, and ' :
is slowly recovering.

President Bush’s remarks were made
impromptu during a state reception at the

See MERCY SHIPS, Page 6A

— Courtesy Photo
NEEDING HELP: Dr. Nigel Barker, an anesthesiologist from the
United Kingdom, shows Mercy Ships founder Don Stephens a
patient needing surgical relief in Monrovia, Liberia, West Africa
on Monday.
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executive mansion of Liberian President

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, said information
from Mercy Ships. Learning of his pres-
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The almost 15-year Liberian civil war is
finished. Hope “'is in the air.
Redevelopment takes time. America and

“Many that I saw were blind from
cataracts and could be cured,” he said.
The following day, Liberian

ence in the audience, Bush summoned
Stephcm to the diocese.

“I know you, Mercy Ships,” said
Bush. “Don, thank you for the work that
Mercy Ships is doing for the people of
Liberia. President Ellen has told me the
wonderful work you are doing for the
Liberian people.”

Referring to Bush's commitment to
Africa,
Morning Telegraph on Friday, “l wish
every Texan, every American, could
have seen President Bush yesterday.

Stephens said to the Tyler

Liberia have a long_historv. As an
observer, it was encouraging to see that
America is not a fair-weather friend.”

Medical volunteers stationed on the
Africa Mercy began screening hundreds
of patients for free surgeries on
Monday. Tyler's Dr. Glenn Strauss of
Grace Community Church said he hand-
ed out more than 500 appointment cards
to patients who needed eye care.
Strauss, an ophthalmologist, volunteers
as the senior vice president of Health
Care Initiatives for Mercy Ships.

Presidaem “31tiedn ~visuda “tne ‘Ariica:
Mercy and said, “You could have used
your resources for you own comfort, but
you decided to give. We honor you for
that ... volunteers who give their time to
come across the ocean to serve people
they don’t know ... that's something
that can only come from one whose
heart is touched by the life of Jesus.

For the complete text of Don

Stephens’ exclusive statement to the
Tvler Morning Telegraph, turn to
Religion.






